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“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its  
saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer 
good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled 
underfoot.  
 

You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be  
hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a 
bowl. Instead they put it on its stand; and it gives  
light to everyone in the house.  
 

In the same way, let your light shine  
before others, that they may see your  
good deeds and glorify your Father in  
heaven” (Matthew 5.13-16). 
 

With these words Jesus makes it clear that his followers 

aren’t a “holy huddle” of like-minded people waiting for 

Christ’s return. Instead, Jesus invites us out into the world to 

be his ambassadors of peace, healing, and transformation. 

Our goal is not to control culture, but rather to be agents of 

reconciliation and hope so that the world becomes a better 

place for all of God’s children.  
 

In our upcoming worship series, “Christianity and Culture” 

we’ll be tackling some tough topics on how we as people  

of faith can live faithfully in a culture whose values differ 

significantly from our own. These are some of the topics  

that were suggested by the congregation as important for 

today. So, we’re going to shed biblical light on these ideas 

and see how the Spirit might be leading us to respond.  

 Maddie Miehls is meeting with her surgeon on August 29 

regarding her ankle. 

 Eli King as he recovers from an appendectomy. 

 The family of Bonita Sauder as they grieve her death on 

Wednesday, 8/14/2019.  Arrangements are:  

Visitation: Friday, 8/23 from 4-8 pm @ Central    

Funeral: Saturday, 8/24 at 11 am @ Central        

Fellowship Meal will follow a committal service.   

 To help with food, contact Jan Short @ 419.906.4102. 

 Randy Nafziger is recovering well from his surgery. 

 Russ Miehls as he continues in his new program and job. 

 Luke Nagy’s 1 year old son, Josiah, continues to need our 

prayers as his progress continues slowly. (Josiah’s 1st 

birthday is this Saturday, 8/24) 

 All of our homebound and nursing care residents. 

 Those on a journey with cancer: 

  Shirley Stuckey, Chris Liechty, Travis Beck    

Lord Jesus, Hear Our Prayers for 

Calendar 

Sunday, August 25 

 9:30 am Worship  

 10:45 am Informational Meeting for Baptism Candidates 

and Parents 

 10:45 am Junior Youth Fellowship (JYF) Parents Meeting 

 10:45 am Second Hour Groups 

Tuesday, August 27 

 5-6:00 pm Community Meal at St. John’s Christian 

Wednesday, August 28 

 8:00 am Morning Prayers 

 7:00 pm  Mennonite Youth Fellowship (MYF) 

August 30-September 5 

  Fulton Co Fair 

Sunday, September 1 

 9:30 am Worship  

 10:45 am Second Hour Groups 

Monday, September 2 

  Labor Day - Office Closed 

  

  

 
7/28  Non-resistance Matthew 5.38-48 

8/4  Evangelism 
Acts 1:1-9,                              

Mark 16:20 

8/11  Immigration 
Deut 10.14-19, Matthew 

25.31-40 

8/18  Giving to Others 1 John 3.16-18 

8/25  National Policies 
Matthew 22.15-21,     

Acts 5.29, Romans 18.1 



Evangelism - This Little Light 

 

Time is of the essence … 

In the three months that I have been here I have lost 

four friends. Just yesterday (8/14) Carmen and I went 

back down to West Liberty to see another friend that 

had hours to live. By the time we arrived he was already 

heavily sedated and struggling for breath. The last time  

I did see him he was the shell of the strong man he 

once was when I worked for him. Cancer had once 

again taken its toll on another body, but ultimately it is 

just another tool of Death. It was a comfort to know he 

was a fellow Brother in Christ and for us it is not “Good

-bye” because for the child of God it is “See you later.”  
 

I cannot stress the importance of sharing the Gospel of 

Christ with people. Kirk Cameron said, "If you had the 

cure to cancer wouldn't you share it? ... You have the 

cure to death ... get out there and share it." I am not 

trying to give anyone a guilt trip…because if this request 

is a guilt trip then Jesus was guilting everyone all the 

time. But I see it more as a plea to love! Eternal life 

with God or separation from him is a reality. Let’s really 

make our time count!  
 

Remember this to help you out: 

Don’t wait for a feeling of love in order to share 
Christ with a stranger. You already love your 
heavenly Father, and you know that this stranger 
is created by Him, but separated from Him, so 
take those first steps in evangelism because you 
love God. It is not primarily out of compassion 
for humanity that we share our faith or pray for 
the lost; it is first of all, love for God.”  
- John Piper 
  

"The only way the corporate Body of Christ will  
fulfill the mission Christ has given it is for individ-
ual Christians to have a vision for fulfilling that 
mission personally." - David Jeremiah 

  
“The Holy Spirit will give you the words to say at 
the moment when you need them.” 

- Luke 12:12 (The Voice) 
 Your Brother in Christ’s Love, Pastor Ramon 

 

 

View on Spectrum  

    (Channel 5, 14 or 1021 )  
  Mon: 10am, 2/7pm,  

  Wed: 12:30 pm & 7:30 pm 

CENTRAL CONNECTION is published weekly for  

Central Mennonite Church. Items for inclusion should  

be received in the office by Wednesday at 12:00 noon.  
 

Central Mennonite Church 

21703 St. Rt. 2 Archbold, OH 43502 

Mailing Address: PO Box 191, Archbold, OH 43502 

 Office Hours: Monday - Friday 9 am -12 pm 

 Phone: 419.445.3856     

 Email: office@centralmennonite.org           

 Website: www.centralmennonite.org 

 Facebook:  facebook.com/centralmennonite 
 

 

 

Pastor: Dave Elkins, 419.979.6246, dave@centralmennonite.org , off Friday 

Pastor: Ramon Lianez, 937-407-6545, ramon@centralmennonite.org; off Monday 
 

Board: Dean Beck (Chair), Ken Gruenhagen (V-chair),          

    Alysa Short, Tyson Stuckey, and Joyce Klingelsmith 
 

Office Manager: Dana Short 

Associate Office Manager: Chris Wyse 

Custodians: Ron & Elaine Zaerr & Family 
 

Live broadcast: 96.1 WMTR Radio 

View on  RTEC Cable  

    (Channel 14) Wed: 7:00 pm 

Discipling 

Cultural Connections 

The first run of Cultural Connections will start the 

next Quarter (September, October, and November) 

during 2nd Hour. Furthermore, if there are others 

who cannot make that time frame because of  

commitments to serve in other capacities, do not 

hesitate to let me know! I will set an alternate time to 

meet for those individuals. Please let me know if you 

are interested so we can get an approximate head 

count in order to determine our meeting space.  
 

I encourage you to participate, for this will aid us in 
the long run with future events with reaching others  

as a Church and as individual Christians.  
 

Everything in the course is voluntary, except for  

having FUN: that is both COMPULSORY &  

REQUIRED! Love y’all! Contact Pastor Ramon  

if you have any questions: 937-407-6545.   

Career & College Group 

Pastor Ramon has put together a Growth and Fellowship 

group for Young Adults! It is comprised of those who are 

18 years old (that have graduated) and up to 24. Whether 

you are in college or career, married or single please 

come. We meet in the Conference Room. Join us! 

Mennonite Youth Fellowship (MYF) 

 8/28 - Man Hunt - Meet at the church @ 7  

 

Junior Youth Fellowship (JYF) 

 8/25 - JYF Parents Meeting @ 10:45 am                         

(for parents of new JYFers, please bring your insur-

ance info and be prepared to fill out an Emergency 

Medical form) 

 9/11 - JYF Kick Off (more details to come) 

http://www.centralmennonite.org/


   Keith & Peg Bruner 

        Al & Tammy Riegsecker 

             Bryan & Amanda Pietras 

Community Life  

Informational Meeting for  

Baptismal Candidates & Parents  

There will be an informational meeting for baptismal  

candidates and parents this Sunday during Second Hour 

in the Library. I’ll be distributing the book that we’ll be 

using along with the syllabus and expectations of the 

class and of the students. At least one parent will need to 

be in attendance at this meeting. 
 

If you can’t make it to that meeting, please let me know 

and I’ll get the materials to you in another way. However, 

you will need attend a make-up meeting Sunday,  

September 8 during Second Hour. I want to make sure 

all the parents and students are on the same page as we 

begin this class. 
 

One small change to the schedule: classes will be held at 

6:30 pm rather than 7:00 pm each Sunday. Since the  

classes are 2 hours long and there’s school the next day, 

finishing up at 8:30 seems like a better quitting time. The 

first class is Sunday, September 8 at 6:30 pm. 

  ~ Pastor Dave 

Phone Update 

Dean and Jeanette Beck have removed their land line. 

Dean’s cell: 419.551.6763 and Jeanette’s: 419.551.6762. 

 

Rental Home Search 

Pastor Dave’s mother and step-father are looking for a 

home to rent in the Archbold area. If you know of a house 

or condo that is available to rent, please contact Pastor 

Dave. Thank you! 

Hospitality  

Night 

 

Saturday,  

September 21 

 

Levi Rufenacht 

Montana Stamm 

John Smith (83) 

Ron Dilbone ( 83) 

Donnabelle Burkholder (83) 

Cliff Brubaker 

Dan Sensenig 

Braylin King 

Cooper Vernon 

Outreach Board 

Vacation Time 

Pastor Dave, Becky, Kaitlyn, & Abby will be on vacation 

from August 26—September 1.  Remember them as they 

travel and spend time together as a family. 

Pastor Ramon’s Licensing 

As part of Pastor Ramon’s licensing period leading toward 

possible ordination, Gary Stuckey will become Ramon’s 

mentor. The mentor and mentee typically meet once a 

month, providing opportunity for processing questions  

Ramon may have as he grows in ministry, encouragement, 

accountability, reflection on his growing pastoral identity, 

and prayer. In his role as mentor, Gary would also be part 

of the future movement toward possible ordination for 

Ramon. The pastoral mentoring program is one of the 

ways Ohio Conference supports pastors as they enter ministry. 

Check it Out 

For a fun treat, check out the front page of the Buckeye, 

Our own Marlin Short was highlighted for joining the     

Border Land Tour offered by MC USA. 



 Bulletin Board Connections 

Community Meal  

Tuesday, 5-6 pm 

St. Johns  

Christian Church 

Administration 

Weekly Register  
 

 Worship Attendance:   206   

 Budget Offerings:   $11,978.00   

Weekly Register August 11, 2019 
 

Beyond 

 Combating Human Trafficking 

 
Children’s Lantern, Cabin Fever Coffee and 
Everence invite you to our discussion on the 
impact of human trafficking in Northwest 
Ohio. What can you do to change it? From in-
vestments to supporting foster families to 
buying fair trade, there’s something everyone 
can do! 
   

Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2019 5:30 p.m. 
Children’s Lantern 
312 Clinton St., Suite B 
Defiance, OH 43512 
  

5:30 p.m. - Doors open with fair trade coffee 
sampling provided by Cabin Fever Coffee. 

 

6:00 p.m. - Program begins. 
 

Light refreshments will be served.  
 

Space is limited, call Trish Nofziger @ 
419.446.4618 to reserve your seat today!  

2019  

Shalom  

Hog Roast 

 

September 15 

 

Archbold  

Elementary 

School 

Sujo John, 

9/11 Survivor 

 

Founders Hall 

Wednesday, 

October 2 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Children’s+Lantern/@41.286245,-84.364984,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x883dd1be7dfa3ec7:0xf276cc13399c4c1b!8m2!3d41.286245!4d-84.36279
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Children’s+Lantern/@41.286245,-84.364984,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x883dd1be7dfa3ec7:0xf276cc13399c4c1b!8m2!3d41.286245!4d-84.36279
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Children’s+Lantern/@41.286245,-84.364984,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x883dd1be7dfa3ec7:0xf276cc13399c4c1b!8m2!3d41.286245!4d-84.36279

