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“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its  
saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer 
good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled 
underfoot.  
 

You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be  
hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a 
bowl. Instead they put it on its stand; and it gives  
light to everyone in the house.  
 

In the same way, let your light shine  
before others, that they may see your  
good deeds and glorify your Father in  
heaven” (Matthew 5.13-16). 
 

With these words Jesus makes it clear that his followers 

aren’t a “holy huddle” of like-minded people waiting for 

Christ’s return. Instead, Jesus invites us out into the world to 

be his ambassadors of peace, healing, and transformation. 

Our goal is not to control culture, but rather to be agents of 

reconciliation and hope so that the world becomes a better 

place for all of God’s children.  
 

In our upcoming worship series, “Christianity and Culture” 

we’ll be tackling some tough topics on how we as people  

of faith can live faithfully in a culture whose values differ 

significantly from our own. These are some of the topics  

that were suggested by the congregation as important for 

today. So, we’re going to shed biblical light on these ideas 

and see how the Spirit might be leading us to respond.  

 Maddie Miehls is scheduled for surgery on her ankle on 

August 29. 

 Eli King as he recovers from an appendectomy. 

 The family of Bonita Sauder as they grieve her death on 

Wednesday, 8/14/2019.  Arrangements are:  

Visitation: Friday, 8/23 from 4-8 pm @ Central    

Funeral: Saturday, 8/24 at 11 am @ Central        

Fellowship Meal will follow a committal service.   

 To help with food, contact Jan Short @ 419.906.4102. 

 Randy Nafziger is recovering well from his surgery. 

 Russ Miehls as he continues in his new program and job. 

 Arvada Rupp has one more medical procedure this    

summer and would appreciate your prayers. 

 Luke Nagy’s 11-month old son, Josiah, continues to need 

our prayers as his progress continues slowly. 

 All who seek wellness in it’s many, many forms. 

 Those on a journey with cancer: 

  Shirley Stuckey, Chris Liechty, Travis Beck    

 

Lord Jesus, Hear Our Prayers for 

Calendar 

Sunday, August 18 

 9:30 am Worship - Blessing of the Backpacks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 10:45 am Second Hour Groups 

Tuesday, August 20 

 5-6:00 pm Community Meal at St. John’s Christian 

Wednesday, August 21 

 8:00 am Morning Prayers 

 6:30 pm  Mennonite Youth Fellowship (MYF) 

Sunday, August 25 

 9:30 am Worship  

 10:45 am Second Hour Groups 

 10:45 am Junior Youth Fellowship (JYF) Parents Mtg.  

  

 

Blessing of the Backpacks       
        

It’s that time of the year again! We want to give our  

children a special blessing as they return to school.  

Central’s “Blessing of the Backpacks” service will be 

held on Sunday, August 18 during the worship ser-

vice. Children are invited to bring your backpacks 

with you to church so we can pray over them and give 

the kids a special token to remember that God is with 

them wherever they go!  



 

 

View on Spectrum  

    (Channel 5, 14 or 1021 )  
  Mon: 10am, 2/7pm,  

  Wed: 12:30 pm & 7:30 pm 

CENTRAL CONNECTION is published weekly for  

Central Mennonite Church. Items for inclusion should  

be received in the office by Wednesday at 12:00 noon.  
 

Central Mennonite Church 

21703 St. Rt. 2 Archbold, OH 43502 

Mailing Address: PO Box 191, Archbold, OH 43502 

 Office Hours: Monday - Friday 9 am -12 pm 

 Phone: 419.445.3856     

 Email: office@centralmennonite.org           

 Website: www.centralmennonite.org 

 Facebook:  facebook.com/centralmennonite 
 

 

 

Pastor: Dave Elkins, 419.979.6246, dave@centralmennonite.org , off Friday 

Pastor: Ramon Lianez, 937-407-6545, ramon@centralmennonite.org; off Monday 
 

Board: Dean Beck (Chair), Ken Gruenhagen (V-chair),          

    Alysa Short, Tyson Stuckey, and Joyce Klingelsmith 
 

Office Manager: Dana Short 

Associate Office Manager: Chris Wyse 

Custodians: Ron & Elaine Zaerr & Family 
 

Live broadcast: 96.1 WMTR Radio 

View on  RTEC Cable  

    (Channel 14) Wed: 7:00 pm 

Discipling 

Cultural Connections 

The first run of Cultural Connections will start the 

next Quarter (September, October, and November) 

during 2nd Hour. Furthermore, if there are others 

who cannot make that time frame because of  

commitments to serve in other capacities, do not 

hesitate to let me know! I will set an alternate time to 

meet for those individuals. Please let me know if you 

are interested so we can get an approximate head 

count in order to determine our meeting space.  
 

I encourage you to participate, for this will aid us in 
the long run with future events with reaching others  

as a Church and as individual Christians.  
 

Everything in the course is voluntary, except for  

having FUN: that is both COMPULSORY &  

REQUIRED! Love y’all! Contact Pastor Ramon  

if you have any questions: 937-407-6545.   

Career & College Group 

Pastor Ramon has put together a Growth and Fellowship 

group for Young Adults! It is comprised of those who are 

18 years old (that have graduated) and up to 24. Whether 

you are in college or career, married or single please 

come. We meet in the Conference Room. Join us! 

Mennonite Youth Fellowship (MYF) 
 

 8/21 - Freshman and New Sponsor Initiation              

(meet @ 6:30 @ the church)               

 8/28 - Man Hunt 
 

(Meet at the church @ 7 unless told otherwise.) 

Outreach 

SCHOOL KITS  
 

Mennonite Women collected School 

Kits for Mennonite Central Committee 

as their project for their August 7 meet-

ing. Although they will accept School 

Kits year around, you are encouraged to 

take advantage of the back-to-school 

sales and make your purchases now. 
 

Bags, sharpeners, and a list of  

contents can be found in the lobby.  

Simply purchase the items, slip them  

in a bag, and return to the church.  

 

 

SCHOOL KITS INCLUDE: 
 

4 spiral notebooks (70-80 sheets each) 

8 unsharpened #2 pencils (taped in 

groups of 4 with masking tape) 

1 ruler (flat flexible plastic indicating both 

30 cm and 12 in, please remove tags) 

12 colored pencils (in package) 

1 large pencil eraser (out of package) 

2 new black or blue ballpoint pens 

1 small metal pencil sharpener (metal 

sharpeners will be provided by MW 

because they are hard to find, or you 

can order them online.) 

School Kit collection       continues for 1 more week 

Junior Youth Fellowship (JYF) 
 

 8/25 - JYF Parents Meeting @ 10:45 am                         

(for parents of new JYFers, please bring your insur-

ance info and be prepared to fill out an Emergency 

Medical form) 

 9/11—JYF Kick Off (more details to come) 
 

http://www.centralmennonite.org/


 

Time is of the essence … 

 

In the three months that I have been here I have lost 

four friends. Just yesterday (8/14) Carmen and I went 

back down to West Liberty to see another friend that 

had hours to live. By the time we arrived he was already 

heavily sedated and struggling for breath. The last time I 

did see him he was the shell of the strong man he once 

was when I worked for him. Cancer had once again 

taken its toll on another body, but ultimately it is just 

another tool of Death. It was a comfort to know he was 

a fellow Brother in Christ and for us it is not “Good-

bye” because for the child of God it is “See you later.”  

 

I cannot stress the importance of sharing the Gospel of 

Christ with people. Kirk Cameron said, "If you had the 

cure to cancer wouldn't you share it? ... You have the 

cure to death ... get out there and share it." I am not 

trying to give anyone a guilt trip…because if this request 

is a guilt trip then Jesus was guilting everyone all the 

time. But I see it more as a plea to love! Eternal life 

with God or separation from him is a reality. Let’s really 

make our time count!  

 

Remember this to help you out: 

Don’t wait for a feeling of love in order to share 
Christ with a stranger. You already love your 
heavenly Father, and you know that this stranger 
is created by Him, but separated from Him, so 
take those first steps in evangelism because you 
love God. It is not primarily out of compassion 
for humanity that we share our faith or pray for 
the lost; it is first of all, love for God.”  
- John Piper 
  

"The only way the corporate Body of Christ will  
fulfill the mission Christ has given it is for individ-
ual Christians to have a vision for fulfilling that 
mission personally." - David Jeremiah 

  
“The Holy Spirit will give you the words to say at 
the moment when you need them.” 

- Luke 12:12 (The Voice) 
  

Your Brother in Christ’s Love, 

Pastor Ramon 

Evangelism - This Little Light Community Life  

Baptism and Membership Classes Are Starting Up! 

If you have not yet been baptized as a believer in Jesus 

Christ, we want to extend an invitation for you to be  

baptized and become a part of the Central Mennonite 

family! If you have already been baptized and want to 

become members of the church, you are welcome, too! 

To begin the process, we invite you to take our next  

Baptism and Membership Class. This 11-week class walks 

through what we believe, why it’s import to belong, who 

we are, why we’re here, and how we function.  

Classes will begin in September 8 and run through  
November 10 at 7:00 pm in the library at the church.  

This will be this last Sunday to sign up! 

Contact Pastor Dave for questions.   

Rental Home Search 

Pastor Dave’s mother and step-father are looking for a 

home to rent in the Archbold area. If you know of a house 

or condo that is available to rent, please contact Pastor 

Dave. Thank you! 

 

                               

    Marvin & Geneva Good (68) 

                         Charles & Laura Nafziger 

                    Dani & Zachary Bly 

             Brandon & Amy Cover 

Roxy Newman 

Terry King 

Denise Waidelich 

Michael Short (Ryan) 

Karen Sauder 

Geneva Good (90) 

Michele Uribes 

Lynette Smith 

Joe Mosier 

Karla Ringenberg 

Ruth Roth (92) 

Lonnie Eby 

Drew Ringenberg 

Sandy Aeschliman 

Helen Meck (89) 

In Gratitude 

I praise God for healing from my recent surgery & a great 

recovery so far. I’m feeling better everyday. Thank you for 

your prayers, cards and your continued concern.  

~ Randy Nafziger 



 Bulletin Board Connections 

Administration 

Weekly Register  
 

 Worship Attendance:   206   

 Budget Offerings:   $11,978.00   

Weekly Register August 11, 2019 
 

Board 

Vacation Time 

Pastor Dave, Becky, Kaitlyn, & Abby will be on vacation 

from August 26—September 1.  Remember them as they 

travel and spent time together as a family. 

 
On August 5

th
, we had the opportunity to host a couple, 

their two horses and dog.  Greg & Sylvia Donough are 

Mennonites from Lancaster, PA who use Equine Assist-

ed Psychotherapy to provide hope and healing for indi-

viduals, families, and groups using their gentle horses 

and the love of God.  Until now they have remained in 

their local area providing this ministry. Recently Greg 

was approached by a man from Montana who requested 

they travel there to share their horses and love.  Greg 

contacted over 100 Mennonite churches along the route 

from  Pennsylvania to Montana for hospitality with an 

overnight stay. Over half of his responses were from the 

Archbold area!  Greg & Sylvia arrived around 4:00 pm, 

had dinner with us and shared their story.  We were 

honored to be a small part of their ministry, learn how 

the horses are so effective at healing humans, and spend 

time with these incredible people and animals.  Arvada 

was thrilled to ride out to the field on the golf cart and 

feed the horses apples.   

 

For more information see their website at 

www.spiritualfruitfarm.org  

Sylvia, Hope & Greg 
Ice’s beautiful blue eyes 

 
They may be coming back 

through this way sometime 

around the end of August if 

their route does not 

change.  If you would be 

interested in stopping over  

to see them, feel free to  

contact Jeff or Chris at 

419.516.4164 

 

Jeff & Chris Wyse  

& Arvada Rupp  

Arvada feeding the horses 

Mennonite Hospitality 

Hope & Ice relaxing after a long drive 

Rosie rolling in 

the warm grass 

On their way again 

http://www.spiritualfruitfarm.org

