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“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its  

saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer 

good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled 

underfoot.  

 

You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be  

hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a 

bowl. Instead they put it on its stand; and it gives  

light to everyone in the house.  

 

In the same way, let your light shine  

before others, that they may see your  

good deeds and glorify your Father in  

heaven” (Matthew 5.13-16). 

 

With these words Jesus makes it clear that his followers 

aren’t a “holy huddle” of like-minded people waiting for 

Christ’s return. Instead, Jesus invites us out into the world to 

be his ambassadors of peace, healing, and transformation. 

Our goal is not to control culture, but rather to be agents of 

reconciliation and hope so that the world becomes a better 

place for all of God’s children.  

 

In our upcoming worship series, “Christianity and Culture” 

we’ll be tackling some tough topics on how we as people  

of faith can live faithfully in a culture whose values differ 

significantly from our own. These are some of the topics  

that were suggested by the congregation as important for 

today. So, we’re going to shed biblical light on these ideas 

and see how the Spirit might be leading us to respond.  

Thursday, July 25 

 6:00 pm  Culture Connection Phase II 

Sunday, July 28 

 9:30 am Worship with Noelia & Brian Fox 

 10:45 am Second Hour Groups 

Tuesday, July 30 

 5-6:00 pm  Community Meal at St. Johns Christian 

Wednesday, July 31 

 8:00 am Morning Prayers 

 7:00 pm  Mennonite Youth Fellowship (MYF) 

Thursday, August 1 

 8:00 am Central MEN-nonite  

Sunday, August 4 

 9:30 am Worship  

 10:45 am  Second Hour Groups 

  

Calendar 

 Bev Miller as she shares at Albany Mennonite Church on 

7/28. 

 Ilva Short is in Fairlawn, room117, in Hospice care. 

 Russ Miehls as he continues in his new program and job. 

 Arvada Rupp has one more medical procedure this    

summer and would appreciate your prayers. 

 Luke Nagy’s 11-month old son, Josiah, is in need of our 

prayers. 

 All seeking wellness in its many forms. 

 Those on a journey with cancer: 

  Shirley Stuckey, Chris Liechty, Travis Beck    

 

 

Lord Jesus, Hear Our Prayers for 

 
7/28  Non-resistance Matthew 5.38-48

8/4  Evangelism
Acts 1:1-9,                              

Mark 16:20

8/11  Immigration
Deut 10.14-19, 

Matthew 25.31-40

8/18  Giving to Others 1 John 3.16-18

8/25  National Policies
Matthew 15.1-14, 

Mark 12.30-31



 

 

View on Spectrum  

    (Channel 5, 14 or 1021 )  
  Mon: 10am, 2/7pm,  

  Wed: 12:30 pm & 7:30 pm 

CENTRAL CONNECTION is published weekly for  

Central Mennonite Church. Items for inclusion should  

be received in the office by Wednesday at 12:00 noon.  
 

Central Mennonite Church 

21703 St. Rt. 2 Archbold, OH 43502 

Mailing Address: PO Box 191, Archbold, OH 43502 

 Office Hours: Monday - Friday 9 am -12 pm 

 Phone: 419.445.3856     

 Email: office@centralmennonite.org           

 Website: www.centralmennonite.org 

 Facebook:  facebook.com/centralmennonite 
 

 

 

Pastor: Dave Elkins, 419.979.6246, dave@centralmennonite.org , off Friday 

Pastor: Ramon Lianez, 937-407-6545, ramon@centralmennonite.org; off Monday 
 

Board: Dean Beck (Chair), Ken Gruenhagen (V-chair),          

    Alysa Short, Tyson Stuckey, and Joyce Klingelsmith 
 

Office Manager: Dana Short 

Associate Office Manager: Chris Wyse 

Custodians: Ron & Elaine Zaerr & Family 
 

Live broadcast: 96.1 WMTR Radio 

View on  RTEC Cable  

    (Channel 14) Wed: 7:00 pm 

Central MEN-nonite * August 1 

MEN-nonites, you are ALL invited for Coffee Hour  

at Subway. Join us for coffee and fellowship @ 8:00 am.  

Community Life  

Hospitality  

Night 

 

Saturday,  

September 21 

Administration 

Weekly Register  
 

 Worship Attendance:   182   

 Budget Offerings:   $8,587.04   

Weekly Register July 21, 2019 
 

Child Protection Team 

As you know, our congregation has been working on  

implementing a new child protection policy to ensure  

Central Mennonite Church will always be a safe place for 

children. Part of that new policy is instituting background 

checks at the expense of the church for everyone serving  

in ministries involving youth and children. As of now, we 

will also accept background checks done by employers or 

other organizations. If this pertains to you and you have 

not already had a background check done through Central, 

please see Brenda Holdsworth or Pastor Dave to have 

your record updated.  

Mennonite  

Women’s 
 

Afternoon Tea 

 

Saturday,  

October 26 
 

Baptism and Membership Classes Are Starting Up! 

If you have not yet been baptized as a believer in Jesus 

Christ, we want to extend an invitation for you to be  

baptized and become a part of the Central Mennonite 

family! If you have already been baptized and want to 

become members of the church, you are welcome, too! 

To begin the process, we invite you to take our next  

Baptism and Membership Class. This 11-week class walks 

through what we believe, why it’s import to belong, who 

we are, why we’re here, and how we function. Classes will 

begin in September. Contact Pastor Dave to sign up! 

2019  

Shalom  

Hog Roast 

 

September 15 

 

Archbold  

Elementary 

School 

Ethan Holdsworth 

Lamar Eby 

Hutch Grieser (88) 

http://www.centralmennonite.org/


Career & College Group 

Pastor Ramon has put together a Growth and Fellowship 

group for Young Adults! It is comprised of those who are 

18 years old (that have graduated) and up to 24. Whether 

you are in college or career, married or single please 

come. We meet in the Conference Room. Join us! 

Discipling 

Mennonite Youth Fellowship (MYF) 
 

 7/31 - Area MYF @ Lockport - meet at the     

church at 6:45 if you want a ride. 

 8/7 - Cabinet Retreat - For all current and           

incoming officers and chairs 

 8/14 - Service Night - School Kits 
 

(Meet at the church @ 7 unless told otherwise.) 

Our CHILDREN are in DESPERATE need!  
 

They need YOU – your wisdom, your guidance and  

your instruction.  They need YOU to teach THEM. 

There are still numerous teaching opportunities for the 

2019-2020 school year.  PLEASE see the sign-up sheet 

in the lobby on Sunday morning or contact Alysa Short 

to BLESS our children. 

Worship  

Blessing of the Backpacks              

It’s that time of the year again! We want to give our  

children a special blessing as they return to school.  

Central’s “Blessing of the Backpacks” service will be  

held on Sunday, August 18 during the worship service.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Children will be invited to bring their backpacks with  

them to church so we can pray over them and give  

the kids a special token to remember that God is  

with them wherever they go!  

A Visit from Brian and Noelia Fox 

Brian and Noelia Fox, missionaries in Burgos, Spain, will 

be visiting us on Sunday, July 28! They will be have a brief 

“moment in mission” during the worship service and will 

be sharing more in-depth in an elective class during the 

second hour. Plan to come and stay to hear about their 

lives and ministry in Spain. 

Junior Youth Fellowship  

Upcoming Events 

 

8/25 - JYF Parents Meeting 

 (in sanctuary, 2nd hr.) 

9/11 - JYF KICK-OFF 

 (more details to come) 

In Gratitude 

Thank you to all of the classes for your patience through 

the remodeling of the upstairs adult wing. You adjusted 

and adapted well and we appreciate it! You may now  

return to your new and improved rooms. And to all of 

you who helped with the work, Thank you!! Thank you!! 

Rachel Sauder, Adult Superintendent 

Steve Sauder, Facility Chair 

Matthew 5:38-48  

New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 
  
38 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a 

tooth for a tooth.’ 
39 

But I say to you, Do not resist an evil-

doer. But if anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn the 

other also; 
40 

and if anyone wants to sue you and take your 

coat, give your cloak as well; 
41 

and if anyone forces you to 

go one mile, go also the second mile. 
42 

Give to everyone 

who begs from you, and do not refuse anyone who wants 

to borrow from you. 
  
43 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your 

neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 
44 

But I say to you, Love 

your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 
45 

so 

that you may be children of your Father in heaven; for he 

makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends 

rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous. 
46 

For if you 

love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do 

not even the tax collectors do the same? 
47 

And if you greet 

only your brothers and sisters,
[a]
 what more are you doing  

  than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? 
48 

Be 

    perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A38-48&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23282a


Community Meal  

Tuesday, 5-6 pm 

St. Johns  

Christian Church 

 

Outreach  

Archbold FISH Pantry 

Needs our help 
July is Central’s month to supply items 

for the Archbold FISH Pantry. 
 

The Archbold Fish Pantry currently serves about 100 

households each month. Not only do we distribute food, 

but we also assist with rent and utility payments and  

try to offer words of hope and encouragement.  

Monetary donations are also welcome. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A table will be set up in the lobby for your donations. 

Thank you for your generosity!  

Currently Needed Items: 

Canned meat   

Canned diced tomatoes, 

tomato sauce 

Instant potatoes* 

Canned potatoes* 

Canned pineapple* 

Canned mandarin oranges* 

Canned or dried beans* 

1 lb bags of rice* 

Kida cereal* 

Canola oil* 

Sugar 

Toilet paper 

Paper towels* 

Multi-purpose cleaner* 

Toilet cleaner 

Dish soap* 

2 in1 Shampoo* 

Deodorant* 

 

 

* Desperately needed 

items 

Mennonite Women * August 7 

PROJECT  
School Kits for MCC 

(Mennonite Central Committee) 
 

SCHOOL KITS INCLUDE: 
4 spiral notebooks (70-80 sheets each) 

8 unsharpened #2 pencils (taped in 

groups of 4 with masking tape) 

1 ruler (flat flexible plastic indicating both 

30 cm and 12 in, please remove tags) 

12 colored pencils (in package) 

1 large pencil eraser (out of package) 

2 new black or blue ballpoint pens 

1 small metal pencil sharpener (metal 

sharpeners will be provided by MW 

because they are hard to find, or you 

can order them online.) 

 

Bags, sharpeners, and a list of  

contents can be found in the lobby.  

Simply purchase the items, slip them  

in a bag, and return to the church.  

Culture Connection Phase II 
 

A meeting has been set for July 25 for those 

who have already participated in the initial Cul-

ture Connection meetings. Both groups (those 

who attended the meeting on 7/11 or 7/18) will 

come together and discuss ideas and then hash 

out a more solid plan as to when and how to 

proceed. It will start at 6 pm and last to about 

7:30.  
 

Pizza and refreshments will be served so  

come hungry and leave blessed! 


