
 

 CENTRALCONNECTION 
6/20/2019 

Sunday, June 23 

 9:30 am Worship 

 10:45 am Second Hour Groups 

Tuesday, June 25 

 5-6:00 pm  Community Meal at Zion Mennonite 

Wednesday, June 26 

 8:00 am Morning Prayers 

Thursday, June 27 

 8:00 am Central MEN-nonite 

Sunday, June 30 

 9:30 am Worship  

 10:45 am  Second Hour Groups 

  

 

  
 

 

Believe it or not, this warlike hymn was included in the 1969 

Mennonite hymnal!  

 

Of course, we believe the scripture that says, “For though we 

live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. The 

weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On 

the contrary, they have the divine power to demolish strong-

holds” (2 Cor 10.3-4).  

 

For the Christian, every day can be a warlike struggle to do 

the right thing when there are so many temptations to take 

the easy way out. Faithfulness to Jesus and his way of peace 

and justice can feel like a battle sometimes! And in that  

perspective I can understand what Isaac Watts is saying. 

How can we find the grace and strength to do the right thing 

when the pressure is on and the stakes are high?  

 

For the next several weeks our worship services will be  

focused on that very question. Come be encouraged and 

inspired by the stories of women and men of faith in the 

Bible who “fought to win the prize” rather than “be carried 

to the skies on flow’ry beds of ease.”  

 What: Community Meal  
 When: Tuesday, 5-6 pm 

 Where:  Zion Mennonite Church 
 

Everyone is Welcome  

Calendar 

 

In 1721 the great hymn writer Isaac Watts published the song,  

“Am I a Soldier of the Cross?” 

 

Am I a soldier of the cross, 
A follow’r of the Lamb? 
And shall I fear to own His cause, 
Or blush to speak His name? 
 

Must I be carried to the skies 
On flow’ry beds of ease, 
While others fought to win the  
    prize, 
And sailed through bloody seas? 

 
Are there no foes for me to face? 
Must I not stem the flood? 
Is this vile world a friend to grace, 
To help me on to God? 
 
Sure I must fight if I would reign; 
Increase my courage, Lord; 
I’ll bear the toil, endure the pain, 
Supported by Thy Word. 

6/16 Exodus 1.8-21 Shiphrah & Puah

6/23
Numbers 13.1-2, 

17-20, 25-33
Caleb

6/30
1 Samuel 25.1-14, 

18-19, 23-33
Abigail

7/14 Acts 9.23-30 Barnabas

7/21 Daniel 3.1-8,12-18

Shadrach, 

Meshach, 

Abednego

Grace Under Pressure



 

 

View on Spectrum  

    (Channel 5, 14 or 1021 )  
  Mon: 10am, 2/7pm,  

  Wed: 12:30 pm & 7:30 pm 

CENTRAL CONNECTION is published weekly for  

Central Mennonite Church. Items for inclusion should  

be received in the office by Wednesday at 12:00 noon.  
 

Central Mennonite Church 

21703 St. Rt. 2 Archbold, OH 43502 

Mailing Address: PO Box 191, Archbold, OH 43502 

 Office Hours: Monday - Friday 9 am -12 pm 

 Phone: 419.445.3856     

 Email: office@centralmennonite.org           

 Website: www.centralmennonite.org 

 Facebook:  facebook.com/centralmennonite 
 

 

 

Pastor: Dave Elkins, 419.979.6246, dave@centralmennonite.org , off Friday 

Pastor: Ramon Lianez, 937-407-6545, ramon@centralmennonite.org; off Monday 
 

Board: Dean Beck (Chair), Ken Gruenhagen (V-chair),          

    Alysa Short, Tyson Stuckey, and Joyce Klingelsmith 
 

Office Manager: Dana Short 

Associate Office Manager: Chris Wyse 

Custodians: Ron & Elaine Zaerr & Family 
 

Live broadcast: 96.1 WMTR Radio 

View on  RTEC Cable  

    (Channel 14) Wed: 7:00 pm 

Discipling 

No MYF on June 26 

Career & College Group 

Pastor Ramon has put together a Growth and Fellowship 

group for Young Adults! It is comprised of those who are 

18 years old (that have graduated) and up to 24. Whether 

you are in college or career, married or single please 

come. We will meet in the Conference Room. Join us! 

Renovations in Adult Wing - Next Two Weeks 

Renovations on the ceilings are taking place upstairs in the 

adult Sunday School wing.  The Sunday School classes that 

meet in the upper rooms will be relocated for the next two 

Sundays, June 23 & 30.  Here are the changes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Thank you for your understanding & flexibility  

while this work is happening.   

Mennonite Women * July  3 

PROJECT  

Cash for Relief Kits 
 

LUNCH  
If you would like to provide a dessert,  

call Sharon @ 419.572.1044. 
 

SPEAKERS 
Laura Nafziger & Vicki Borton 

Outreach 

Visit Thailand 

A team is being formed to visit the Mark and Sarah 

Schoenhals family in Thailand, September 17-30, 

2019.  While hosted by the Schoenhals MST, and based 

out of Virginia, anyone from anywhere may join - Central 

folks are very welcome!  For more information, see the 

flier on the bulletin board or contact Sarah Schoenhals  

at schoenhals.sarah@gmail.com 

Culture Connection 

It was brought to my attention, that during a past brain

-storming session the church body wanted to reach out 

to an African American congregation. It is my inten-

tion to form a group from those in the congregation 

who sense a calling from the Holy Spirit to pursue this 

mission and further it to include other cultural groups.  

 The purpose of this group is to form bridges and  

bonds with cultures and communities around us that  

are different from Central Mennonite Church’s body  

of believers. To better love our neighbors, we 

acknowledge the need to know our neighbors.  

Moreover, knowledge gained is useless unless it is  

applied, thus it is imperative that Central harnesses  

the information gleaned and put into action various  

relational activities or missions to further cement  

the new bonds. We comprehend that lasting and  

meaningful relationships are not one sided but both 

parties involved must give and receive for the benefit 

and blessing of all involved. 

 There are pertinent issues that this group must  

cover prior to reaching out to other cultures so that all  

involved can get the most out of the meetings and to 

better curb any possible mishaps based on ignorance  

or fear. Please contact me at the office, my cell  

937-407-6545, or see me personally. An initial  

meeting will be on Thursday,  July 11 @ 6 pm in the 

Conference Room.  Please pray and come prepared 

to talk and see where the Spirit is leading us.  

~ Blessings and Peace, Pastor Ramon. 

http://www.centralmennonite.org/
mailto:schoenhals.sarah@gmail.com


 Our Mennonite Church USA delegates as they prepare 

for this year’s biannual convention in Kansas City. 

 Pastor Ramon Pastor Dave 

 Janice Nafziger Carolyn Short 

  Randy Nafziger 

 Congratulations to Clara (Beck) & Garrett Foust who 

were married here on Saturday, June 22, 2019. May this 

new family be blessed as they begin their lives together. 

 Condolences to Larry & Melda Richer as they grieve the 

loss of Larry’s brother, Roland Richer on Tuesday, June 

18, 2019. 

 Andy King has returned to UTMC. 

 Russ Miehls as he begins a new program and a new job. 

 Arvada Rupp is having multiple medical procedures in 

the coming month. 

 Luke Nagy’s 9-month old son, Josiah, is in need of our 

prayers. 

 Linda Vasvery as her back problems continue. 

 All of our homebound and nursing home residents. 

 Those on a journey with cancer: 

  Shirley Stuckey  Travis Beck 

  Chris Liechty Randy Nafziger   

Lord Jesus, Hear Our Prayers for 

Central MEN-nonite * June 27 

MEN-nonites, you are ALL invited for Coffee Hour  

at Subway. Join us for coffee and fellowship @ 8:00 am. 

We will be meeting this coming week and will not meet on 

July 4. 

 

Dan & Brenda Sensenig 

 Tracey & Sodie Rose Warren 

  Pete & Shirley Nofziger (55) 

   Mark & Alysa Short 

    Randy & Pam Lieninger 

     Corey & Kara Short 

      Leslie & Annemarie Nafziger (56) 

       Lynn & Anita Roth 

Amy Frey 

Jodi Crossgrove 

Becky Elkins 

Administration 

Weekly Register  
 

 Worship Attendance:  230   

 Budget Offerings:   $7.725.12  

Weekly Register June 16, 2019 

Community Life  

  

 Central Perks (coffee  

café) has had a request to make  

a space available for those who would prefer to use their 

own coffee mugs rather than the disposable cups that are 

available.  We have moved from Styrofoam cups and  

plastic to a paper cup for both the coffee and cold beverage 

in an effort to be more conscious of non-biodegradable 

products.   

 There are a few persons who choose to bring their own 

cups which are stored in the first cupboard of the counter 

opposite the Keurig Coffee Maker.  Since this is a small 

area to work in, we are suggesting that cups be washed in 

the kitchen following use before returning them to the  

cupboard.   

 In talking with Annemarie Nafziger, kitchen  

coordinator, she said there is also space in the kitchen to 

store personal cups for those who prefer to store them 

there. It is in the first upper cupboard, labeled “cups”,  

to the right of the doors when you enter the kitchen from 

the fellowship hall.  Please be sure to put your name  

on your cups/mugs and be sure that they are washed  

and dried before placing them in the cupboard.   

 We would also encourage everyone to not  

take hot chocolate into the sanctuary. If beverages  

are taken in, please be sure to be careful and  

if anything is spilled, it is your responsibility  

          to make sure it is cleaned up. We  

          want to keep our sanctuary carpet  

            and benches in good condition! 

Thanks - Donna & Terry King,  

Central Perks coordinators 



Board 

MennoCon19 

The bi-annual convention of Mennonite Church USA 

(MennoCon19) will be held in Kansas City, July 3-6. We 

are sending 5 delegates. There will be no congregational 

informational meeting prior to convention this year.  

Copies of the letter you should have received last Sunday 

are available by the mailboxes. 

Beyond Central 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dear Friends of Salem, 
 

Our dream of creating a barrier free worship place has become  

a reality!  We began worshipping in the new building at the  

beginning of 2019.  The welcome space is completed and  

includes a coffee area where people can gather and enjoy each 

other’s company.  The labyrinth is available for meditation time 

and paths have been cut through the wooded area which provide 

additional opportunities for reflection with God and nature.  
 

There is a lot of energy and excitement stirring at Salem and an 

expectation for what God has for our mission in this communi-

ty.  At the same time, we note that the passing of our friend, 

mentor, and church leader, Bob Sauder, was a painful shock to 

us all.  We are committed to moving forward with this ministry 

as a tribute to Bob and his faith that God has called us to build 

in this space for such a time as this. 
 

We invite you, your family and friends to come and enjoy  

the fresh strawberries, ice cream, pulled pork sandwiches and  

popcorn.  We have something for ALL ages:  inflatables, car 

and tractor show, petting zoo, wagon rides, hymn sign (4:30 – 

5:30), country store, Chinese drawing, 50/50 drawing, and LIVE 

auction at 6. (One of the last wooden buckets crafted and signed 

by Bob Sauder will be auctioned off  

During the live auction). 
 

We hope you will mark the date on  

your calendars and will come and  

spend time with us. 
 

Dee Custar, for Salem’s Pastoral team 

Carol Smith, Strawberry Fest Chairperson 

The Walking Roots Band 

The Walking Roots Band's GREAT MIDWEST TOUR is 

presented by Everence Financial. The Walking Roots Band 

is coming to Lockport Mennonite Church on Wednesday, 

June 26 at 7:00 pm. Reserve your free tickets online, then 

make a free will payment at the concert. The Walking 

Roots Band makes fun, original, meaningful, acoustic,  

family-friendly music. For more information visit: https://

www.thewalkingrootsband.com/great-midwest-tour 

Reach-Up Benefit @ Mancino’s 

On Monday, June 24, Reach Up, Inc. will be having a Jail 

Ministry Benefit at Mancino’s in Archbold. Enjoy a lunch 

or dinner at Mancino’s and 10% of the day’s proceeds will 

go to help support the work at the Correction Center of 

NW Ohio.  If you cannot attend the benefit, donations may 

be mailed to Reach Up, Inc., PO Box 422, Archbold, OH 

43502. For more information see the bulletin board. 

 HABITAT HOUSING FAIR  
  

Tuesday, June 25 @ 4-7 pm 

Wauseon Public Library, 117 E Elm, Wauseon 
 

Come to Habitat's Housing Fair to find out how our  

programs work, get help filling out an application on the 

spot - bring your documentation with you and we'll help 

you through the process. 

 Applications accepted for both Habitat for Humanity 

programs: HOMEOWNERSHIP AND REPAIR 

NEEDS. 

 Contact the Habitat office at 419-335-7000 or              

director@habitatfco.org with questions.  

 Documentation requirements will be posted on our 

website also. www.habitatfco.org 

 Location is the Board Room at Wauseon Public     

Library, 4pm-7pm on June 25, 2019. 

 If you cannot make this Fair but still wish to apply,   

contact Habitat to do so. 

 Application Round is open to anyone who is willing to 

live in or move to Fulton County for the Homeowner-

ship Program.  

 Repair Partner homes must be in Fulton County or 

Henry County.  

Habitat for Humanity has always believed everyone  

deserves a decent place to live. We follow fair housing laws 

and do not discriminate. 

https://www.thewalkingrootsband.com/great-midwest-tour
https://www.thewalkingrootsband.com/great-midwest-tour
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.habitatfco.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3rOJSBIW16aPkmVRYiJH8lDkCbad-2f_fW9fOD964PJ2tseRzy4FHn5N0&h=AT0P_uv2Fq0B41t-eGTTb26eBLG-Kkrb5anva2zM2XL4Tz6ByH5v71XdLIT2U0uGYO8G92ovir9xENYq3V3e-fgMgWMYhpZ-X3LdYLqjbiinOREpEQnD-Q

