
   

IDEA BOARD! A PLACE TO DREAM … 
 

The Idea Board is a place for us to dream about what our congregation wide project might be. What 

is it that we can do together as a congregation? Write your ideas and dreams on the board. At our  

fellowship meal on April 29, we will pick our top ideas and see if we can bring them to life.  
 

REMEMBER: INCLUDE YOUR NAME!  Ideas without a name will not be considered. 
 

No dream is too big! No idea too small! 

    Fellowship Meal April 29 
  

Mexican Theme 

Taco Bar 
Kindly bring a dessert to share. 

 

Everyone is invited to enjoy a 
meal and discern together what 
our next church wide project is. 

  WORSHIP SERIES 

 
APRIL 26, 2018 

 

CENTRALCONNECTION 

    CALENDAR  

 Information on calendar events are on the following pages. 

Sunday, April 29 

 9:30 am Worship 

 10:45 am Second Hour Groups 

 10:45 am Genesis Bible Study 

 Noon Fellowship Meal 

Tuesday, May 1 

 5:00 pm Community Meal at Zion Mennonite 

Wednesday, May 2 

  8:00 am     Morning Prayers 

 6:30 pm Genesis Bible Study 

 6:00 pm Youth Mentoring Finale 

Thursday, May 3 

 8:00 am Central MEN-nonite 

Sunday, May 6 

 9:30 am  Morning Worship 

 10:45 am Second Hour Groups 

 10:45 am Genesis Bible Study 

Worshipping with Ephesians 
 

This year at Central we’ve been examining  

“community as the center of our life.”  “community as the center of our life.”  “community as the center of our life.”     
 

To further explore what this means for our congregation, we 
will be engaging with the Book of Ephesians—a letter to early 
Christians in the city of Ephesus.   
 

 What insights can we gain for how to live more  
 faithfully with each other in Christian community?   
 

  How does Christ shape  
  our  common identity?  
 

What practices strengthen the  
church as the body of Christ? 

 

Our six-week series—one for each chapter in Ephesians—will 
plumb this letter for the wisdom we can glean about how to 
live our lives together as a Christian community. 

Think globally 
Think locally 

The possibilities 

are endless! 

April 22 Ephesians 1.1-14 The Blessings of Adoption

April 29 Ephesians 2.11-22 Unity in Christ

May 6 Ephesians 3.1-13 Sharers of the Promise

May 13 Ephesians 4.1-16
The Oneness of the Spirit   

and Christ's Body

May 20 Ephesians 5.21-33
The Code of Mutual 

Submission

May 27 Ephesians 6.10-20
The Uniform of the Christian 

Community

Worshipping with Ephesians 
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CENTRAL CONNECTION is published weekly for  

Central Mennonite Church. Items for inclusion should  
be received by Wednesday at 12:00 noon.  
Send to office@centralmennonite.org.  
 

Central Mennonite Church 
 21703 St. Rt. 2 Archbold, OH 43502 
 Mailing Address: P.O. Box 191, Archbold, OH 43502 
 Office Hours: Monday - Friday 9:00 am -12:00 pm 
 Phone: 419.445.3856     
 Email: office@centralmennonite.org           
 Website: www.centralmennonite.org 
 Facebook:  facebook.com/centralmennonite 

 

 Pastor: Dave Elkins, 419.979.6246, dave@centralmennonite.org , off Friday 
Pastor: Regina Wenger, 717.606.2507, regina@centralmennonite.org, off Monday   
Board: Joyce Klingelsmith (chair), Dean Beck (v-chair),           
    Tyson Stuckey, Ken Gruenhagen and Alysa Short  
 

Office Manager: Dana Short 
Associate Office Manager: Chris Wyse 
Custodians: Ron & Elaine Zaerr & Family 
 

Live broadcast: 96.1 WMTR Radio 
View on  RTEC Cable  
    (Channel 14) Wed: 7:00 pm 

View on Time Warner Cable  
    (Channel 96.105 OR 96.3) Mon: 10:00 am, 

2:00 pm, 7:00 pm, Wed: 12:30 pm & 7:30 pm 

Wednesdays 
6:30 pm 

Gathering 
Place 

Sundays 
10:30 am 
Sanctuary 

Scripture Subject 

Apr 18 Apr 22 Gen 1.1-2.3 Creation 

Apr 25 Apr 29 Gen 2.4-25 Humanity 

May 2 May 6 Gen 3.1-24 Sin 

May 9 May 13 Gen 4.1-26 Cain and Abel 

May 16 May 20 Gen 5.1-32 Family Tree 

May 23 May 27 Gen 6.1-7.24 Flood 

May 30 June 3 Gen 8.1-9.17 Covenant 

Jun 6 Jun 10 
Gen 9.18-

9.29 
Curses and  
Blessings 

Jun 27 Jul 1 Gen 10.1-32 Table of Nations 

Jul 4 Jul 8 Gen 11.1-9 Babel 

Spring Bible Study 

Genesis: Stories from a Lost World 

   DISCIPLING 

 What: Community Meal  
 When: Tuesdays, 5-6 pm 

 Where: Zion Mennonite  Church 

Vacation Bible School  

Sunday – Thursday   

June 3 - 7 from 6:30 - 8:15 pm 
   

It is time to secure your favorite  spot 
for helping with Vacation Bible School. 

Sign-up sheets are in the lobby. Positions 
are limited and fill up fast.  Don’t miss this 

opportunity to help with this important part of Church! 
 

Start children off on the way they should go,  

and even when they are old they will not turn from it.  

Proverbs 22:6 (NIV) 

Calling all Teachers 
Summer is just around the corner & our children need you! 
There will be sign up sheets by the mailboxes to sign up  
to teach this summer for the Junior Sunday School  
Department.  

Jonah, not God, gave the command to  
be thrown off the boat in an effort to stop 
the storm.  We read about this story in  
Jonah 1:1-16. God commands Jonah to  
go to Nineveh and “cry out against it.”  
However, Jonah heads in the opposite di-
rection of Nineveh and catches a ship  
on the Mediterranean Sea bound for  
Tarshish.  While on board, God hurls a 
great storm upon Jonah’s ship.  All of the 
sailors, fearing for their lives, call out to 
their respective gods. Jonah, on the other 

Youth Mentoring - 5/2/18  

Grand Finale * Progressive Meal 

Meet at the Church @ 6:00 pm 

hand, snoozes dead to the world in  
the bowels of the ship. He is so  
unaware of the chaos caused by the 
storm that he has to be roused by the 
ship’s captain.  The sailors cast lots, a 
common practice at the time, “so that 
[they] may know on whose account 
this calamity has come upon [them].”  
The lot falls on Jonah and he answers 
the sailors’ barrage of questions,  
identifying his flight from God as  
the reason for the storm. Jonah then 

instructs the sailors to toss him into  
the sea. However, aware that this is a 
death sentence for Jonah, they make  
an unsuccessful effort to bring the  
ship back to shore. Finally, asking  
forgiveness from God for their actions, 
the men toss Jonah into the raging sea.  
The passage concludes by saying that 
the men feared the LORD.  As to why 
Jonah instructed that he be thrown over, 
though there is much scholarly debate, 
we will never know for sure. 

Do we know why God threw Jonah off the boat? 

mailto:office@centralmennonite.org
http://www.centralmennonite.org/
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COMMUNITY LIFE  

Prayers and Praises 

 Doris (Roger) Short who is at Rupp Rehab,                
recovering from a fall.   

 Bonita Sauder who is at Rupp Rehab, room 9,           
recovering from a compression fracture in her back. 

 Edgar Sauder who is at Rupp Rehab, room 8,          
recovering from Pneumonia. 

 Doris Rupp, for health and peace. 

 Sanford Thomas who is at Fairlawn, room 114. 

 Bonnie Stuckey, Tyson Stuckey’s mom, and her      
journey with cancer 

 Jim Weyandt’s as his journey with cancer continues. 

 Ross & Jo Nofziger in his journey with cancer. 

 Chris Liechty and his journey with cancer. Follow him 
at: www.caringbridge.org/visit/chrisliechty    

 All seeking mental, physical, spiritual wellness. 

 
 

God of our hope, hear our prayers. 
 

If you have a prayer request to pass along, contact  
Pastor Regina, Pastor Dave or the church office. 

Updates may be found by the mailboxes. 

Weekly Register April 22, 2018 
 

Worship Attendance: 238 
Budget Offerings: $8,425.00 

MDS Special Offering: $4,333.00 

ADMINISTRATION 
Central MENCentral MENCentral MEN---nonitenonitenonite   

 

MEN-nonites, you are ALL invited for Coffee Hour. 
 

 Where:  Subway 
 When:  First and Third Thursdays 
  (this month: May 3 and 17) 
 

Come join us for an hour of fellowship at 8:00 am. 

   May 5May 5May 5   

Joe & Shannon BrownJoe & Shannon BrownJoe & Shannon Brown   

2018 Senior Sunday, June 32018 Senior Sunday, June 32018 Senior Sunday, June 3   
Gift baskets coming soon! 

 

Each year we have baskets available for anyone to bless our 
grads with a little gift to show our love & support for 

them. They will be available May 6—June 3. 
Our seniors this year are: 

 

DylanDylan  

MillerMiller  

Cassie
 

Cassie
   

Hayes
Hayes  

Gavin 
Gavin   Riegsecker

Riegsecker  

IsaacIsaac  

SauderSauder  
 

April 29April 29April 29   

Leslie Nafziger (77)Leslie Nafziger (77)Leslie Nafziger (77)   

Renee PenningtonRenee PenningtonRenee Pennington   

   

April 30 April 30 April 30    

Forest StuckeyForest StuckeyForest Stuckey   

   

May 1May 1May 1   

Benny AvinaBenny AvinaBenny Avina   

Rachel BriskeyRachel BriskeyRachel Briskey   

May 2May 2May 2   

Amy CoverAmy CoverAmy Cover   

May 3May 3May 3   

Melda RicherMelda RicherMelda Richer   

   

May 4May 4May 4   

Mark ShortMark ShortMark Short   

Jenny NicholsJenny NicholsJenny Nichols   

Michael D ShortMichael D ShortMichael D Short   

   

May 5May 5May 5   

Gary GrieserGary GrieserGary Grieser   

Amber SauderAmber SauderAmber Sauder   

In Gratitude 
I am beyond grateful for all your prayers, encouragement 
and support that have accompanied our family on my 
journey with breast cancer this past year. Knowing that 
people were praying certainly buoyed my spirits and 
filled me with peace. You have stepped in and become 
the hands of Jesus to us, and we are so thankful. We 
proclaim that God has done a good work and rejoice  
in the healing. 
 I am finished with treatment and am enjoying  
being able to get back to a normal routine. Next steps 
include checkups every three months. I have chosen to 
participate in a clinical trial at Cleveland Clinic for a drug 
that has shown much promise--I have a 50% chance of 
receiving this medication. I will know right away which 
half of the study I am in, but I do not know yet. 
 We will probably post to my Caring Bridge site  
infrequently as we have news. While we feel very good 
about where we are right now, we will always appreciate 
you lifting us up in prayer when God brings us to your 
mind. We will certainly do the same for you. 

Love, Deana Beck and family 

Caregiver Needed 
Janet Miller is looking to hire an experienced caregiver for 
Delila Dilbone. If interested, contact the church office for 
Janet contact information for details. 

http://links.t.caringbridge.org/ctt?kn=17&ms=MTU3MjU4NzES1&r=LTQzMzk2MTcyNzgS1&b=0&j=MTAyMjU4NzU5OQS2&mt=1&rt=0
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Mennonite Church USA 

Vision for Healing and Hope 
 

God calls us to be followers  
of Jesus Christ and,  

by the power of the Holy Spirit,  
to grow as communities of  

grace, joy and peace,  
so that God’s healing and hope  
flow through us to the world. 

OUTREACH  

 

BOARD 

Pastoral Search Update 
The Pastoral Team Search Committee has started  
meeting with our Regional Pastor and they are reviewing 
documents necessary to facilitate their work. The team 
covets the prayers of the congregation as they begin this 
sacred work. 
 

Board News 
On Saturday, April 21, Pastor Dave and Pastor Regina, 
along with several board members, attended Healthy 
Boundaries training at Shalom Counseling and Mediation 
Center. This was one of three scheduled trainings by  
Ohio Conference around the state. All credentialed  
individuals in Ohio Conference are required to attend this 
training in order to remain credentialed. There were about 
50 leaders in attendance. Healthy Boundaries is a program 
recommended by MC USA. 
 

Healthy Boundaries training has several goals: 

 To increase awareness of the need for healthy          
boundaries in the clergy-congregant relationship 

 To provide clergy and lay leaders with guidelines for 
appropriate boundaries and self-care 

 To illustrate strategies to sustain a safe, healthy church 

 To define boundaries and why they are important 
 

Serving as a spiritual leader in a congregation is a sacred 
trust, granted by God and the congregation that is being 
served. We learned the importance of maintaining   
professional and personal health by setting physical  
boundaries related to touch; setting relational boundaries 
related to the use of power; navigating close friendships 
within the congregation; and the importance of  
maintaining self-care. Maintaining healthy boundaries is 
important not only for pastors but for lay leaders as well. 
This day of training was helpful in providing the positives, 
as well as the potential dangers, that are a part of   
maintaining a healthy congregational life. 

Ten Thousand Villages – Archbold  
Fair Trade Rug Event returns this year from May 2-5.   
For just a few days our store will be home to more than  
300 high quality hand-knotted Bunyaad rugs. These rugs  
are all hand-knotted in Pakistan by fairly paid adults. Our 
non-profit store is working to support over 850 families in 
over 100 villages in Pakistan. We’re working to empower 
women who otherwise would not have a chance at a job  
that can support their families. These rugs are not just rugs; 
they represent lives changed by fair trade.  

 
Wycliffe Dinner 
Are you interested in learning how the Bible is translated? 
Wycliffe Bible translation work will be presented at a  
dinner to be held at Archbold Evangelical Church on  
May 11. See Janice Nafziger for tickets, which are free,  
and for more information. 

17th Annual Black Swamp Benefit  

Friday-Saturday, June 15-16  

Fulton County Fairgrounds in Wauseon.  
The heart of our event is the main quilt, wood and  
specialty auction held on Saturday at 9:00 a.m. We are in 
need of many items for our event to be successful. Quilts  
of all sizes, handcrafted wood furniture, children’s items, 
outdoor equipment, gift certificates, vacation vouchers, 
hosted dinners, handmade crafts and antiques. Other new 
items are always popular and appreciated. The donations  
of beautiful, handmade and unique items are the foundation 
of our sale. 
              The sooner we have your items,  

the more it can be promoted via 
website and other venues. The deadline 

for having your item in the auction book is 
Monday, May 21. It is helpful to have items 

turned in early! Contact Norma Kauffman 
(419.445.5075) for pickup and delivery of any donations.  

Thank you in advance your support. 

Mennonite WomenMennonite WomenMennonite Women, May 2May 2May 2 
Speaker: Sheila Painter will talk about the “Fun of Aging” 
Project: Onesies & Kimonos, size 3-12 months 
Lunch: Will be provided 


