
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  WORSHIP SERIES 

 
DECEMBER 21, 2017 

 

CENTRALCONNECTION 

    CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 Information on calendar events are on the following pages. 

  

Advent, Christmas, &  

Epiphany 2017 
 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! No, my calendar isn’t off by a month. 
We are entering the Advent season that marks the new year in 
the Christian calendar. While the world around us jumps from 
one commercial holiday to the next, we as Christians slow down 
and commit to actively await Christ’s coming. That’s what Mary 
practiced when it was announced to her that she would carry  
the Messiah. “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me 
according to your word (Luke 1:38).” This isn’t passive  
acceptance, but a prayer where Mary expresses, “a strong  
desire to be a part of God’s plan.”  
 
During this season of Advent—this new year—“we are invited, 
along with Mary, to make this our prayer to God: ‘Yes! Let it 
be!’” Each week Sunday’s theme will reflect a different emphasis 
of this “prayerful desire to participate in God’s activity”: 
 
Advent 1 (December 3)  Let it be 
 
 Advent 2 (12/10)    Let it be so 
 
 Advent 3 (12/17)   Let it be whole 
 
 Advent 4 (12/24)   Yes! Let it be now 
 (Christmas Eve) 
 
 Christmas (12/31)   Yes! Let it be new 
 
                       Epiphany (1/7)    Yes! Let it be declared 
 
The church regards this season as a Pretty Special Time  
(PST, sometimes confused with Pacific Standard Time.) It’s  
uncomfortable and sometimes frustrating—especially as the 
world bypasses us in its mad Christmas rush—but these feelings 
are what Advent requires of us. That’s how we prepare and live 
into the now, but not yet. Even as we await Christ’s coming,  
           our anticipation isn’t passive, but rather a hope- 
          fueled readiness to join in God’s work.  
 

In this new year, may we,  
like Mary, boldly proclaim,  

“Let it be with me!” 

 

Sunday, December 24 

 9:30 am Morning Worship: Advent 4 

 10:45 am Fellowship (no second hour groups) 

Monday, December 25 

 

 

 

Tuesday, December 26 

 5:00 pm Community Meal at Zion 

 7-8:30 pm Quiz Practice  

Wednesday, December 27 

      8:00 am     Morning Prayers 

Thursday, December 28 

 7-8:30 pm Quiz Practice 

Sunday, December 31 

  9:30 am Morning Worship: Christmas 

 10:45 am Fellowship  
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CENTRAL CONNECTION is published weekly for  

Central Mennonite Church. Items for inclusion should  
be received by Wednesday at 12:00 noon.  
Send to office@centralmennonite.org.  
 

Central Mennonite Church 
 21703 St. Rt. 2 Archbold, OH 43502 
 Mailing Address: P.O. Box 191, Archbold, OH 43502 
 Office Hours: Monday - Friday 9:00 am -12:00 pm 
 Phone: 419.445.3856     
 Email: office@centralmennonite.org           
 Website: www.centralmennonite.org 
 Facebook:  facebook.com/centralmennonite 

 

 Pastor: Dave Elkins, 419.979.6246, dave@centralmennonite.org , off Friday 
Pastor: Regina Wenger, 717.606.2507, regina@centralmennonite.org, off Monday   
Board: Joyce Klingelsmith (chair), Dean Beck (v-chair),           
    Tyson Stuckey, Ken Gruenhagen and Alysa Short  
 

Office Manager: Dana Short 
Associate Office Manager: Chris Wyse 
Custodians: Ron & Elaine Zaerr & Family 
 

Live broadcast: 96.1 WMTR Radio 
View on  RTEC Cable  
    (Channel 14) Wed: 7:00 pm 

View on Time Warner Cable  
    (Channel 96.105 OR 96.3) Mon: 10:00 am, 

2:00 pm, 7:00 pm, Wed: 12:30 pm & 7:30 pm 

    DISCIPLING 

 What: Community Meal  
 When: Tuesdays, 5-6 pm 

 Where: Zion Mennonite Church 
 

Everyone is Welcome! 

 BOARD 

      Board News 
Charles Nafziger has been affirmed to serve on the       
Spiritual Gifts Discernment Committee. Thank you 
Charles for your willingness to use your gifts in service  
to God and to Central.  

       Vacation Bible School 2018 
Yes! Winter has just begun, but we’re already getting  
excited about next summer’s Vacation Bible School.  
We are in need of several people to direct this program.  
If you are able and interested, contact Karla Ringenberg. 

Quiz Season Has Begun … 
 

Practices are:   

 Tuesdays from 7-8:30 pm 

 Thursdays from 7-8:30 pm 

 Saturdays before each meet 
Bring your Quiz books and anyone who may 
be interested in joining! 

 

… And You’re invited 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
This season’s final Invitational will be local this year,  
so everyone will want to follow and support our 
Quizzers all the way to the end. 
 

Weather delays will be on Archbold Radio (96.1) 

Meet # Day Time Location Scripture

1 Sun Jan 7 2:00 PM North Clinton Genesis 1-7

2 Sun Jan 14 2:00 PM P'ville Missionary Genesis 8-13

Off Sun Jan 21   

3 Sun Jan 28 6:00 PM TBD Genesis 14-19

4 Sun Feb 4 2:00 PM Tedrow Genesis 20-24

Snow Day Sun Feb 11 TBD  

5 Sun Feb 18 2:00 PM P'ville Missionary Genesis 25-27

6 Sun Feb 25 2:00 PM Central Genesis 28-30

Snow Day Sun Mar 4 TBD  

Local Tourney Sun Mar 11 2:00 PM Central All

Invitational Mar 16-18 All

                              Bible        Quiz 2018        Season         Schedule

NWOhio Invitational

Weekly Register December 17, 2017 
 

Worship Attendance: 202 
Budget Offerings: $10,000.00 

2017 Budget Giving: $431,913 
2017 Budget Needs: $470,000 
Funding Gap:            $ 38,087 

 ADMINISTRATION 

mailto:office@centralmennonite.org
http://www.centralmennonite.org/
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Prayers and Praises 

 Merle Aeschliman home with an illness. Please pray 
for healing. 

 Deana Beck is home recovering from surgery. Stay 
updated with her journey with cancer by visiting: 
www.caringbridge.org/visit/deanabeck 

 Lowell Rufenacht is recovering at Rupp Rehab. 

 Ruby Hawkins, Pastor Dave’s aunt as she transitions 
to life in a nursing home. 

 Roger Stamm, Ed Stamm’s brother has begun his 
journey with cancer. 

 Ross & Jo Nofziger in his journey with cancer. 

 Chris Liechty and his journey with cancer. Follow him 
at: www.caringbridge.org/visit/chrisliechty    

 Lois Miller is in long term Hospice care at Fairlawn. 

 All of our Fairlawn residents. 

 COMMUNITY LIFE  

God of our hope, hear our prayers. 
 

If you have a prayer request to pass along, contact  
Pastor Regina, Pastor Dave or the church office. 

Updates may be found by the mailboxes. 

      Fundraiser for The Sanctuary 
The Sanctuary of Williams County—a homeless shelter in 
Bryan that our congregation sponsors—is selling calendars 
and greeting cards (available to purchase in the lobby) as  
a fundraiser.  You can learn more about the work of the 
Sanctuary while you help support them. Available during 
the month of December.  Thanks for your support! 
 

Seeking Volunteers  
Shalom is looking for volunteers to help greet our evening 
clients.  The offices are open for the convenience of those 
we serve, which means that when our office managers  
are done for the day, there isn’t anyone to welcome the 
remaining clients.  It would be a wonderful addition to  
our staff if we had a few people willing to donate a couple 
hours a week or even just a few hours a month. The  
main duty would be to welcome clients and take any  
messages.   The volunteer would be able to bring a book  
or watch one of our TV’s.  If this sounds like something 
you might feel called to do, contact either Tara or Amy at 
419.445.1552. 
 

Fulton County Senior Center 

It’s the place to be!  
Did you know that if Donny Osmond lived in northwest 
Ohio, he would be old enough to participate in activities   
at the Fulton County Senior Center? It’s true. Greg,     
Marcia and Peter Brady are old enough, too. Any Fulton 
County resident age 60 or over is welcome to join us.    

 Weekday meals at sites for a $2.00 donation.   

 Weekday meals delivered right to your front door       
if you are temporarily or permanently homebound. 
$2.00 donation per meal.   

 A trained information and referral specialist to        
answer your questions about Social Security, Medicare, 
insurance and bills. Priceless service at no cost to you!  

 Medical transportation for those unable to drive.    
Volunteer drivers will transport you.  Monetary      
donation for fuel appreciated.     

 Visitors are welcome and invited for Choir, Tai Chi, 
Golden Drummers, card games, day trips and other 
weekday programs.      

Call us at 419-337-9299 to sign up for our monthly  
newsletter so you won’t miss out on what’s going on  
at Fulton County Senior Center!   It’s the place to be!    

  OUTREACH  

Valet Parking Valet Parking Valet Parking    
 

Valet parking is now available  
from 9-9:25 am on Sunday mornings  

to anyone who can benefit from this service.  
Simply pull up under the awning and someone will come 

out and meet you, park your car, and return it to you when 
you’re ready to go home. Whether you are older, have 

young ones with you, have a lot to carry in,  
or whatever your need; let us help. 

During this Christmas season,  

MC USA invites your prayers for peace  

to come to the earth:        for creative peacemaking 
that can disrupt cycles of violence and oppression;         for 
communities to find ways to support and love one another;  
         for past wounds to begin healing;         for the people 

of the church to continue seeking the peace of Christ. 

 

   

December 29December 29December 29   

Maribell Nafziger Maribell Nafziger Maribell Nafziger 

(89)(89)(89)   

   

December 30December 30December 30   

Steve AeschlimanSteve AeschlimanSteve Aeschliman   

Steve SauderSteve SauderSteve Sauder   

   

Decemver 31Decemver 31Decemver 31   

Tammy RiegseckerTammy RiegseckerTammy Riegsecker   

Lora RiegseckerLora RiegseckerLora Riegsecker   

December 24December 24December 24   

Esther Rupp (81)Esther Rupp (81)Esther Rupp (81)   
   

December 26December 26December 26   

Andy King (88)Andy King (88)Andy King (88)   

Carol NofzigerCarol NofzigerCarol Nofziger   
   

December 27December 27December 27   

Emily StammEmily StammEmily Stamm   
   

December 28December 28December 28   

Ed Roth (86)Ed Roth (86)Ed Roth (86)   

Sarah ShortSarah ShortSarah Short   

http://www.caringbridge.org/visit/deanabeck
http://links.t.caringbridge.org/ctt?kn=17&ms=MTU3MjU4NzES1&r=LTQzMzk2MTcyNzgS1&b=0&j=MTAyMjU4NzU5OQS2&mt=1&rt=0
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Over the past year, the 
Worship MT (Ministry 
Team) featured our 
worship banners that 
changed with the 
church’s   calendar. 
The set - originally 
commissioned and 
designed by Mr. Bob 
Regier – included six  
banners. A few years 
after we had purchased 
the six original banner  
patterns, Mr. Regier 
was commissioned to 
create a new banner 
that would present one 
of the core values of 
our Anabaptist beliefs:  

Peace and Service.  

After contacting  
Mr. Regier, he sent  
the following picture 
and description of the 
seventh banner: 
 
 
 

 

 
 Perhaps there is no more familiar symbol of  
service within the Mennonite church than the 
logo of the Mennonite Central Committee. So  
I have given this symbol, composed of the 
cross and dove, a prominent position in the 
upper third of the banner. There is a circular 
motion around this symbol that alludes to the 
orb, or world. This witness through service is 
not restricted, but extends to the entire world.  
An olive branch forms the lower part of the  
circle. This symbol, as you recall, has its origins  
in the story of Noah and the flood. The dove 
returning to the ark with this branch has be-
come a symbol of peace, reconciliation, and 
new life. 
 
The bright curved band at the upper right cor-
ner of the banner helps further define the orb 
and suggests a portion of a rainbow emerging 
from the darker left side. The rainbow is anoth-
er symbol of God’s reconciling action after the 
flood. Reference to this is made in the ninth 
chapter of Genesis. Placed below the symbols  
I have mentioned are the basin and towel. The 
towel sweeps to the very bottom of the banner 
and forms part of the bottom contour. Rooted  
in the account of the Passover supper, the tow-
el and basin have become longstanding sym-
bols for humility and service.              

  ~ Bob Reiger 

The Worship MT 
proposes this as a 
project requiring 
congregational 
help. We need 
someone to  
oversee the  

project, as well  
as volunteers  

to purchase the 
fabric, piece, and 
quilt it. We also 
seek donations  
to pay for the 

project. If you’re 
interested in  

contributing to 
the project with 
either your time 

or donations, 
please contact 

Nancy Roynon, 
Duane Beck, or 
Michael Short. 

      WORSHIP  Ministry Team Project 

  


